
 Welcome back to Janus!  Everyone here is 
excited about the new year and our newly reno-
vated building.  Make sure to mark your calen-
dars for September 16th from 7-9 pm for Back 
to School Night, when you can hear about excit-
ing new initiatives for this year as well as see 
the new building. 
 
 You can keep up-to-date with school hap-
penings throughout the year by reading this  
Update, a newsletter that is sent home the first 
and third Thursday of every month.  In this  
publication you will find announcements, school 
happenings, reminders, celebrations, accom-
plishments, and any information we think you 
should know.    

 Included in the Update is a monthly calen-
dar with upcoming events and vacation days.  
Each school day on the calendar is marked with 
the cycle day in a small circle. 
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 The ñRed Envelopeò 

is making its return this 

year, but with a new 

name.  Say hello to the 

ñEnvelopeò.  With a new 

color and a Velcro fastener, the Envelope will be 

a consistent way of sending information to and 

from home.   

 The Envelope will be sent home the first and 

third Thursday of every month and will contain 

the Update and any other forms or papers that 

need to go home.  It 

should be returned to the 

studentsô homeroom 

teacher who will collect 

them and return them to 

Gina Martin at the front desk to be used again.  If 

a student does not bring back the Envelope, the 

papers will be sent home in paper-clipped packet 

instead. 

 So be on the lookout for the Envelope every 

1st and 3rd Thursday! 

Introducing... 

òThe Envelopeò 
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Donôt forget to 

collect Box Tops 

for Education!  So 

far this school 

year weôve raised 

$237.10 through 

this program.  

Box Tops can be found on General Mills 

products, as well as participating brands 

such as Huggies
®
, Ziploc

®
, Hefty

®
, and 

Scott
®
.  The next Box Tops collection date 

this year is  February 28th, which is coming 

up fast!   

 Remember, you can earn Box Tops 

when you are shopping online at popular 

websites like Barnes & Nobles (2.5%), 

Landsô End (3.5%), Overstock.com (3%), 

and Expedia.com ($2.00).  Each website 

gives a donation of up to 8% back on every 

qualifying purchase.  All you have to do is 

start at Box Tops for Education Marketplace 

when you do your online shopping. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 Itôs not too late to designate The Janus 

School for the Giant Food Stores A+ School Re-

wards program.  When you designate us, we re-

ceive points for each purchase using your Bonus-

card.  At this point we have 35 designations where 

last year we had a total of 74 designations.   

 If you want to join this program, you can 

complete a School Designation form with your 

Bonuscard number and our school ID code 

(01280).  Or you can designate online at 

www.giantaplus.com. 

BoxTops for 

Education  

Save  the 
Date!  

 
New Beginnings:  

Entering and  

Transitioning from Janus  

 
 

A parent workshop for  

alumni and current families 

 

November 5, 2008 

7-9 pm 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

No School 

 

Labor Day 

2              ¦ 
 
 

 

 

 

3              ¡ 

 

4              ¢ 

 

5              £ 
 

6 

7 8              ¤ 
 

9              ¥ 10   ¦ 

 

11   ¡ 
 

12   ¢ 
 

13 

14 15   £ 
 

16   ¤ 

Back to 

School 

Night  

7-9pm 

17   ¥ 

Constitution 

Day 

18   ¦ 19   ¡ 
Dry Event and 

Topping Off 

Ceremony 

20 

21 22            ¢ 
 

23   £ 24            ¤ 
 

25   ¥ 26   ¦ 
Frolicking 

Friday  

3:30-6pm 

27 

28 29   £ 30   ¢           

September 2008 
¥= Cycle Day 
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Professional  
Development  

 

Read about the workshops that our staff and 
faculty have attended this past month.  

 

LETRS Training 

 
 There is a new training program for teachers 

of literacy.  LETRS is based on the latest reading 

and writing research.  The comprehensive train-

ing is covered in 12 modules.  Each module is a 

dayôs training in a specific literacy topic.  No 

matter what training or experience a teacher has, 

she needs to complete module one before any of 

the other modules.  In June, Debbie Staudt at-

tended module one, which is an overview de-

scribing how the brain creates meaning of written 

text.  The four main reading processors in the 

brain include phonological, orthographic, mean-

ing, and context.  Teachers of reading can use 

this information to figure out where a student is 

breaking down in the reading process.  That 

knowledge is then crucial in designing a stu-

dentôs reading program. 

 In July, Debbie attended the second and 

third modules.   The second module examines in 

depth how young children develop awareness of 

the separate units of sounds in the English lan-

guage.  How the sounds of the language are then 

matched to the letters of the alphabet and how to 

teach children to use that information to decode 

and spell words was the primary focus of the 

module.  Teachers used mirrors to observe how 

the sounds of our language form in the mouth, 

nose, and throat.  This is important information 

to share with students who do not easily distin-

guish one sound from another.  Phonics is the 

bridge between the sounds of the language and 

written print.  English is considered a ñdeepò lan-

guage with various spelling patterns for a single 

sound.  Other languages such as Spanish are con-

sidered ñshallowò and easier to learn to read and 

spell.  The third module focuses on spelling, 

looking at letter patterns within words, syllables, 

and morphemes.  Important patterns and rules for 

spelling are described, and the six syllable types 

are explained.  Different spelling patterns depend 

upon the original language the word came from. 

Studentsô writing samples reveal which spelling 

rules or patterns need to be studied.  LETRES is 

not a program to administer in the classroom; 

rather it provides a sound understanding of the 

challenges a student must master in learning to 

read and write.  Armed with this information, 

teachers can modify any good reading or spelling 

program to fit the needs of their students. 

 
 

 
̂t|- ̃t} 

Open Houses  
 

October 12, 2008    9:00-11:00am 

November 6, 2008    7:00-9:00pm 

December 4, 2008  9:00-11:00am 

January 25, 2009  1:00-3:00pm 

February 5, 2009  9:00-11:00am 

March 5, 2009   7:00-9:00pm 

April 2, 2009   9:00-11:00am 

May 7, 2009   7:00-9:00pm 

July 2, 2009   9:00-11:00am 

August 6, 2009  7:00-9:00pm 
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Get the most bang 
out of your buck 
and learn Edline!   

 
Come learn how to access weekly  

communication and daily homework  

assignments on Edline  

 

Back-to -School  
Night  
For Upper and Lower Divisions 

For All Parents 

 
September 16, 2008 

7-9 pm 
 

Youôll also get the chance to... 
 

Meet your childôs teachers 

Hear from Deborah Kost and Staci Jasin 

See the new building 

 

Please RSVP by September 5, 2008 
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New 
Building  
Kick - Off  

 

 

 This Friday, August 29th, students and 

faculty will join together for a kick-off cele-

bration of the new building.  The entire 

school is going to participate in this event 

which will include a tour of the building and 

a slide show showing  pictures of the whole 

construction process.  The day will end with 

an ice cream social.  Make sure you join us 

for Back to School Night on September 16th 

from 7-9 pm to see the exciting changes 

yourself! 


