
   Raising 
Spirits 

 

 Thank you to those of you who donated 

to the Class Basket Fund for the auction. We 

raised $670 and created 7 wonderful baskets 

with the money!  Thanks to those of you who 

contributed in any way ï either by attending 

the event ï donating auction items ï volun-

teering ï or being a sponsor!   
 

 Raising Spirits was a quite a success ï 

over $64,000 was raised and $20,250 of that 

was raised during the live auction for finan-

cial aid! 

Helping individuals with specific learning differences access their potential by 
providing excellence in education, research, & community outreach. 
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Panoramic Picture 
 

 On April 22nd, LifeTouch is coming to do a 

group picture of all students, faculty, and staff.  If 

you would like a print of this group picture, please 

fill out the picture form that went home with the last 

Update and return with your payment on or before 

April 22nd. 

 

Parent-Teacher  

Conferences  
 

Wednesday, May 21 (½ day) 

Thursday, May 22 

Friday, May 23 
 

Call Michelle at 653-0025 x100 or email 

mstyer@thejanusschool.org to schedule your  

conference with your childôs team of teachers.   

Conferences are scheduled between 8:00 and 5:00 

and are 45 minutes in length.   
 

There is no school for students on these days.  

(May 21st is a half day of school) 

 
Please return any spring  

picture orders or unwanted  

pictures to school  

by April 22nd. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1                 ¤ 

Height, Weight, 

Vision testing 

 

 

 

2               ¥ 

Height, Weight, 

Vision testing 

 

8:15-11:15 am-

Seniors trip to 

Etown College 

Library 

3              ¦ 

9-11 am  

Open House 

 

 

 

 4             ¡ 
 

 

5 

6 7               ¢ 

 

 

Re-enrollment 

contracts due 
 

 

8                    £ 
 

 

9               ¤ 
 

 

10    ¥ 
T-shirt orders due  

11            ¦ 
 

 

12 

13 

 

14   ¡ 15               ¢ 

2 pm UD H&W speaker 

Jared Brown- Cyber Bully-

ing 

 

Parent Workshop w/ Jay & 

Jared Brown.  ñCyberspace 

& Your Childò 7:00-8:30 

PM 

 

Physicals for students who 

still need them 

16            £ 
 

  

 

 

17   ¤   18            ¥ 
 

19 
 

20 21            ¦ 
 

             
22                                                      ¡ 

Return Spring Pictures 

by today 

 

Whole School Picture 

taken 

23            ¢     
 

24            £ 
 

 

25   ¤  

UD grades posted 

26 

28            ¥ 

7:30-8:30 am 

Parent Coffee in 

faculty room 

     

29   ¦  
 

 

30   ¡   

11:15 Assembly 
 

11:45 Dismissal 

 

 

   27 
 

 

  April 2008 

In-class testing- Gates, SDMT 

End of year testing 

¥= Cycle Day 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
                  

 

 

 

                
 

1               ¢ 

 

 

 

 2            £ 
 

 

3 

4 5               ¤ 

 

 
 

 

6                    ¥ 
 

 

7               ¦ 
 

Post Secondary 

Program Info. 

Night 7-9 pm 

 

Open House 

7-8:30 pm 

8    ¡ 

 

9            ¢ 
 

7:30 pm School 

Play at Roschel  

Performing Arts 

Center at Franklin 

& Marshall College 

10 

11 

 

12   £ 13               ¤ 

 
    

14            ¥ 
 

Reports go out 

 

 

15   ¦ 
Staff appreciation 

luncheon   

16            ¡ 
 

17 
 

18 
Senior camping 

trip ends 

19            ¢ 
 

             
20                                                     £ 

Upper Division  

end-of-year trip to  

Philadelphia 

21            ¤     
11:15 Assemblyï Del 
 

11:45 Dismissal 

 
Conferences in the 

afternoon 

22             
No School 

23     
No School 

24 

26             
No School 

 

 

 

Memorial Day 

27   ¥  
 

 

28   ¦   

7-8:30 pm Tentative 

parent workshopï 

Topic TBD 

 

29             ¡ 
 

30            ¢ 

Seniors  

graduation/pool 

party 

31 25 
 

 

  May 2008 
¥= Cycle Day 

SAT 

Staff Appreciation Week 

Senior Camping Trip 

Parent Conferences 
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Yearbook Fundraiser 

Reminder 
 

There will be no pretzels on  

April 18th or 25th  

Play season is startingé. 
 

This yearõs play is òJanus  
On-stageó and will be held  
on May 9th at Franklin and  

Marshall  College in Lancaster. 

To date, GoodSearch has earned the school 

over $30.00.  It may not seem like a lot, but it 

adds up.  Keep searching using 

www.goodsearch.com! 

 

Congratulations!  
 

Congrats go to this student who has  

recently received her driverôs license!   
 

Kasey Heldrich 

The upper division will be  

going on an all-day field trip to 

Philadelphia on May 20, 2008.   

 

 

 

We will leave Janus at 8:15 and return to 

the School in the evening.  

 

We plan to spend time at the Camden 

Aquarium, Independence Mall, and eat 

dinner in Chinatown!   

 

More information will follow. 

 Thinking about college 

as the next step 

to your future?   

 
Plan to attend the HACC  

Lancaster Campus Information Night on Wednesday, 

May 7 at 7 PM at The Janus School.  Find out more 

about what HACC has to offer you after high school 

graduation.  Topics will include information on: 

 

-Admission Application 

-Career and Transfer Academic Programs 

-Enrolling in Fall Classes 

-Financial Aid/Payment Options 

-Career Counseling 

 

For additional information please call the Lancaster 

Campus at 717-358-2966 or visit us at 

www.hacc.edu. 

Parent Coffee  
 

April 28, 2008 

7:30-8:30 am 

Directory Sticker  
 

We are fortunate to welcome a new student to 

The Janus School.  Julie Dougherty joined us in the 

Upper Division in Kellyôs homeroom.  New direc-

tory stickers for her are being sent home with this 

Update. 

http://www.hacc.edu/
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COME CHECK US 

OUT! 
 

Members' Night at PBIDA 

(Pennsylvania Branch of the International  
Dyslexia Association) 

 

Monday, April 21, 2008 
 

7 to 9 pm 

 

Rosemont Plaza 

1062 E. Lancaster Avenue 

Rosemont, PA 19010 
 

Meet PBIDA Board and Staff Members 

Network with Colleagues and Parents 

Bring a friend who would like to learn more 

about PBIDA 

 

Refreshments 
& 

Art Show featuring  
Students at Member Schools 

 

RSVP (610)527-1548 
  

Professional  
Development  

 

Read about the workshops that our staff and fac-
ulty have attended this past month.  

 

Handwriting Without Tears  

 On March 28 and 29, Jen Risser and Susan 

Thompson attended a Handwriting Without Tears 

(HWT) workshop in Princeton, New Jersey.  HWT is 

a multi-sensory approach to teaching handwriting to 

all students pre-writing through cursive.  This pro-

gram has had proven success in making studentsô 

handwriting legible and fluent through an easy and 

fun process.  Jen and Susan have begun using this 

program on the students of rooms 205 and 209. 

*******  

Aspergerôs and Adolescence 

On March 26, 2008, Meagan Sterner (Jillôs 

student teacher) and Meghan Sidelnick attended two 

workshops held by the Chester County Intermediate 

Unit (CCIU) focusing on issues with Aspergerôs and 

Adolescence. The first workshop, titled ñAutism, As-

pergerôs and Adolescence: Sexualityò was presented 

by Barb Cary and Kate Corry, both Educational Con-

sultants/Autism Specialists through the IU. This sec-

tion of the conference focused on challenges and 

struggles with relationships and sexuality throughout 

the period of adolescence. The presenters provided 

many intervention ideas such as video modeling, 

ñsocial autopsies,ò relationship circles, and examin-

ing the ñHidden Curriculum.ò  Issues such as bully-

ing, social strategies, puberty and physical growth, 

exercise, sexuality and sex education, and legal is-

sues were examined. The presenters reminded par-

ticipants that each adolescent diagnosed with Asper-

gerôs is unique, and will have different needs. They 

also stressed the importance of having a strong sup-

port system in place, and parents need to both under-

stand and advocate for their child. A full resource list 

was provided to all participants. 

The second workshop, which was led by 

Kathy Lozier and Susan March, titled ñTransition to 

Adulthood for Students with Aspergerôs Syndromeò 

emphasized the importance of incorporating adoles-

centsô ñpassionsò because they can be viewed as 

strengths/aptitudes. They can also be used as motiva-

tor or incentives to take a step closer to independ-

ence. Presenters started out by recognizing that both 

parents and professionals need to be prepared to help 

with both planned and unplanned changes through-

out the transition to adulthood. It was mentioned that 

transition should begin before a child turns 14 so the 

process is ready to be incorporated into the childôs 

Individualized Education Plan. Furthermore, OVR 

(Continued on page 7) 



The Janus School Update 

 6 

 

2008 Convocation  

Information  
 

Friday, June 6, 2008  

 

Dress Code  
 

Female graduates    Male graduates  

White dress (no sundresses) or skirt and top   Collared shirt and tie 
Dress Shoes or sandals       Dark suit (pants and coat), Dress shoes 
 

Upper Division boys   Lower Division boys   

Collared shirt and tie        Collared shirts  (tie optional)   
Dress pants         Dress pants   
No flip flops or flip flop type sandals     No flip flops or flip flop type sandals  
No denim and/or athletic wear       No denim and/or athletic wear  
 

Upper and Lower Division girls     

Dress pants, knee-length skirt or dress   
Blouse or collared shirt (no tanks or t-shirts) 
No flip flops or flip flop type sandals 
No denim and/or athletic wear  

 

Schedule  

7:45-8:15 Normal student arrival at The Janus School 
8:15 Homeroom and yearbook signing 
9:30 Bus departs Janus to go to Acorn Farms- meet family at Acorn Farms 
10:00 Convocation begins, reception to follow- depart with family to begin summer break! 
 

There is no bussing transportation provided after convocation- students must go home with family or friends. 

 

Location and Parking  

Convocation will not  be held at The Janus School because of construction. 
)Ô ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ !ÃÏÒÎ &ÁÒÍÓ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÉÎ -ÏÕÎÔ *ÏÙ ÏÎ 2ÔÅȢ έέΨ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 2ÔÅȢ ΨήΩ ÁÎÄ ,ÅÆÅÖÅÒ 2ÄȢ  !ÃÏÒÎ &ÁÒÍȭÓ 
address is 3141 Mount Joy Rd., Mount Joy, PA 17552. 
 
Family parking is available at Acorn Farms and across the street at the Country Store. 

 

If you have questions, please call Staci Jasin (x. 104) or Robin Payne ( x. 106) at Janus. 
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Susan Thompsonï April 3 
Justin Longï April 4 

Michael Malfaroï April 10 
Brandon Youngï April 12 
Julie Doughertyï April 13 

Jen Risserï April 21 
Aidan Donahueï April 29 

Ryan Woodï April 30 

 

Happy  

Birthday!  
 

applications must be completed and turned in 2 years 

prior to a studentsô graduation. Materials were pro-

vided to assist students (and those whom work with 

students who are transitioning) with self-advocacy, 

disclosure when seeking employment, legal rights, 

selecting post-secondary schools or employment, and 

independent living. 

*******  

Cumberland-Perry Association for  

Retarded Citizens Annual Conference 
 

 On March 29, 2008, Meghan Sidelnick attended 

The Cumberland-Perry Association for Retarded 

Citizensô (CPARC) 10th annual conference. The all 

day conference included dissemination of the most 

up-to-date information on Pennsylvaniaôs legislature 

on Special Education and programs, as well as spe-

cific break-out sessions designed to meet the needs 

of various professionals and parents. I attended two 

sessions on behavior led by Behavioral Consultant 

Kim Sweger, LCSW: ñBehavior Happensò and     

(Continued from page 5) 

Behavioral Specialist Geraldine Johnson: 

ñImproving Childrenôs Behavior: GEM Trails.ò Each 

of the sessions addressed different populations 

(including cognitively impaired children, behavioral 

disorders, Autism Spectrum Disorders, and children 

who are bullied). The underlying themes were that 

behavior is a way of communication to either gain 

something or avoid something. There are three ways 

behavior is learned: through example, through repeti-

tion, and through reinforcement. All systems need 

fair, but understandable principles. Behavior special-

ists stressed the importance of practicing behavior 

during non-emotional times to help reinforce appro-

priate coping mechanisms and their implementation. 

The presenters listed the ñrequired educationò for 

working with children who display various behav-

iors: patience, creativity, endurance, support, humor, 

luck, faith, energy, desire, compassion, flexibility, 

and consistency. Finally, examples of interventions 

were provided, including behavior charts, visual 

tools, tactile components, and warning systems. The 

presenters both encouraged professionals and parents 

to ñindividualize, mix it up and make it fun so the 

student/child can learn and be successful.ò Several 

strategies were demonstrated for participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lancaster County Outreach/

Support Group 
 

 When: Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

   6:00-8:00 PM 

 

 Where:Lancaster General Hospital 

   Stager Room 5 

   555 N Duke Street 

   Lancaster, PA 17604 

 

R.S.V.P. by April 16 to Kerri Michnya  

at 1-800-887-7165 x104 

Professional Development 




