
Box Tops for Education 

 Welcome to the first biweekly Janus School 
Update!  In this new publication you will find an-
nouncements, school happenings, reminders, 
and any information we think you should know.    
 
 The Janus School Update will be sent home 
every first and third Thursday of the month start-
ing today, January 3rd. 
 
 Papers that homeroom teachers need to 
send home with students, such as field trip per-
mission forms, etc., will be sent home along 
with this newsletter. 

 
 Included in this update is a monthly calen-
dar with upcoming events and vacation or early 
dismissal days.  Each school day on the calen-
dar is marked with the cycle day. 

Helping individuals with specific learning differences access their potential by 
providing excellence in education, research, & community outreach. 

Introducing... 

 Donôt forget to collect 
Box Tops for Education!  So 
far this school year weôve 
raised $237.10 through this 
program.  Box Tops can be 
found on General Mills prod-

ucts, as well as participating brands such as 
Huggies

È
, Ziploc

È
, Hefty

È
, and Scott

È
.  The 

next Box Tops collection date this year is  
February 28th, which is coming up fast!   

 Remember, you can earn Box Tops when 
you are shopping online at popular websites 
like Barnes & Nobles (2.5%), Landsô End 
(3.5%), Overstock.com (3%), and Expe-
dia.com ($2.00).  Each website gives a dona-
tion of up to 8% back on every qualifying pur-
chase.  All you have to do is start at Box Tops 
for Education Marketplace when you do your 
online shopping. 
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Search for a 

School Mascot 
 

The Janus School is searching for a 

school mascot and school colors.  

After seeing the plans for the new building, stu-

dents were told about the search and invited to 

make suggestions.  During the month of Decem-

ber, each homeroom decided on a mascot and col-

ors.  Their choices were collected and will be con-

sidered by faculty and staff who will make the 

final decision.  The winner will be announced in 

January or early February.  Be on the lookout! 

Vone 

 

Head of School Parent Coffee 
 

Parents, please join Head of School, Deb Kost, for an  

informal meeting of conversation and discussion.   
 

Wednesday, January 23rd  

6:00-7:00 pm 
(Before the Lower Division Parent Workshop) 

 

 

The meeting will be held at The Janus School. 
           

        The next coffee is scheduled for April 28   

A+ School Rewards 
  

 Itôs not too late to designate The Janus 

School for the Giant Food Stores A+ School Re-

wards program.  When you designate us, we re-

ceive points for each purchase using your Bonus-

card.  At this point we have 35 designations where 

last year we had a total of 74 designations.   

 If you want to join this program, you can 

complete a School Designation form with your 

Bonuscard number and our school ID code 

(01280).  Or you can designate online at 

www.giantaplus.com 

 

Parent-Teacher  

Conferences  
For all students 

 
Wednesday, February 13 (½ day) 

Thursday, February 14 

Friday, February 15 
 

Call Michelle at 653-0025 x100 or email 

mstyer@thejanusschool.org to schedule your 

conference with your childôs team of  

teachers.  Conferences are scheduled between 

8:00 and 4:45 and are 45 minutes in length.   

 

There is no school for students on these 

dates. (Feb. 13th is a half day of school) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Holiday 

Break 
 

 
 

 

New Yearôs Day 

2 

No School 

for Stu-

dents 

 

In-Service 

3   ¥ 

School  

Resumes 

 

4   ¦ 
UD Health & 

Wellness speak-

ersï Rogan Mot-

ter & Jeff Hughes 

5 

6 7   ¡ 
UD Health &  

Wellness- 

Lancaster General 

Life Skills program 

begins 

8   ¢ 9   £ 

Festival of 

Janus 

10   ¤ 
Mid-terms for 

Math and Social 

Studies 

11   ¥ 
Mid-terms for 

Math and Social 

Studies 

12 

13 14   ¦ 
1st Semester 

Ends 

15   ¡ 
2nd Semester 

Begins 

16   ¢ 17   £ 18   ¤ 
UD Health & Wellness 

Lancaster General Life 

Skills program ends 

 

10-11 am  Central Penn 

College admissions 

counselor speaking to 

juniors & seniors 

19 

20 21 

No School 

 

 
 
Martin Luther  

King Jr. Day 

22   ¥ 23            ¦ 
6-7 pm  Parent Coffee 
 

Lower Division Parent 

Workshop with Jay 

Keener- ñPreparing 

for Life: The Hidden 

Curriculumò 
7:00-8:30 pm 

24   ¡ 25   ¢ 
UD Health & 

Wellness speaker

ï Dyane Carrereï 

Bullying 

26 

27 28   £ 29   ¤ 30   ¥ 31   ¦   

  January 2008 

SAT 

¥= Cycle Day 
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Professional  
Development  

 

Read about the workshops that our staff and 
faculty have attended this past month.  

 

Learning Disabilities  

of Pennsylvania  

Annual Conference 
 

Tapley ïAnn Mudge:  I attended the Learn-

ing Disabilities Association of Pennsylvania An-

nual Conference to hear Richard Lavoie speak on 

two topics, ñEnsuring The Success Of All Stu-

dents In All Classrooms: Shoveling Off The 

Rampò and ñStrategies That Donôt Work With 

Struggling Kids and Strategies That Do Work.ò   

Richard Lavoie has served as an administra-

tor of residential programs for children with spe-

cial needs since 1972. He holds three degrees in 

Special Education and has served as an adjunct 

professor or visiting lecturer at numerous univer-

sities including Syracuse, Harvard, Gallaudet, 

Manhattanville College, University of Alabama 

and Georgetown. Lavoie is best known for his 

videos "How Difficult Can This Be?: The F.A.T. 

City Workshop", "Last One Picked, First One 

Picked On: The Social Implications of Learning 

Disabilities", and "When the Chips are Down ..." 

During the first session, Richard Lavoie dis-

cussed many issues which affect parents, teach-

ers, and students. He used the example of a water 

bed (one person moves and the ripples are felt by 

all) to explain how families are affected by a 

learning disability. Lavoie also gave the example 

of a boy in a wheelchair who must wait for the 

janitor to shovel the snow off the school steps 

before he shovels off the ramp because there are 

more regular students. The boy points out that if 

he shovels off the ramp first then everyone can 

get into school. Lavoie uses this example to show 

that if we make it work for students with learning 

disabilities it will work for everyone. During this 

session Lavoie also discussed his Bakers Dozen 

Philosophy and Fairness.  

In the second session, Lavoie focused 

mainly on strategies and concepts that do not 

work or benefit students. He said ñIf you would 

not do it to another adult donôt do it to a kid, kids 

need respect.ò He also discussed how positive 

feedback changes behavior while negative feed-

back only stops the direct behavior. Strategies he 

presented that donôt work included: punishment, 

isolation / time out, forced apologies, sarcasm, 

cheap shots, impositions of school tasks, and dis-

appointment. Lavoie had many interesting sce-

narios to explain how and why these particular 

strategies do not work with children. If the 

chance presents itself, I recommend that anyone 

(parents or teachers) attend Richard Lavoieôs ses-

sions. He is a very dynamic speaker who has a 

lot of information to share which pertains to our 

students. 

 

Autism Spectrum Disorders:  

Teaching Social Cognition  

and Social Skills 
 

 Pat Lorraine and Susan Thompson at-

tended an all-day conference which concentrated 

on effective methods of teaching social cognition 

and social skills.  Topics included research-based 

strategies and teaching methods with children 

(Continued on page 5) 

http://www.ricklavoie.com/videos.html#anchor106038
http://www.ricklavoie.com/videos.html#anchor106038
http://www.ricklavoie.com/videos.html#anchor109061
http://www.ricklavoie.com/videos.html#anchor109061
http://www.ricklavoie.com/videos.html#anchor109061
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with Asperger Syndrome and High-Functioning 

Autism. Behavioral uniqueness that these chil-

dren present in general education settings was of 

particular interest.  Many practical strategies 

were included which can be applied to students at 

Janus.  

 

Bill of Rights Seminar 
 

 On October 25, 2007, Tom Sorci attended a 

day-long civic education seminar on First 

Amendment Freedoms sponsored by The Bill of 

Rights Institute.  The seminar was held at The 

York Heritage Trust- Historical Society Museum 

in York, PA and featured noted constitutional 

scholars and historians as workshop leaders.  The 

seminar focused on key Supreme Court cases 

regarding freedom of speech and freedom to 

worship. All teachers are able to use the CDôs 

and other materials in their History classes.  Tom 

highly recommends a visit to the York Heritage 

Trust Museum on E. Market Street in York and 

any seminar sponsored by the Bill of Rights In-

stitute. 

 

 

Making Math Work 

 RoseMary Walker and Susan Thompson 

attended ñMaking Math Work for Under-

Achieving Studentsò by Steve Leinwand on Fri-

day, December 7, 2007.  During the conference, 

he validated what we already do at Janus by in-

corporating real-life situations into our math 

classes.  Here are the ten strategies he suggested: 

 

1. Embed math in contexts/present as prob-

lems; 

2. Incorporate on-going cumulative review 

daily; 

3. Create a language rich classroom; 

4. Use every number as a chance to build 

number sense and assess reasonableness; 

5. Draw pictures (mental or real); 

6. Build from graphs, charts and tables; 

7. Tie the math to:  How big?  How 

much?  How far?; 

8. Adopt from what we know works in read-

ing; 

9. Minimize what is no longer important; 

10. Lastly and most powerfully:  Make 

ñWhy?ò  ñHow do you 

know?ò  ñConvince usò and ñExplain 

thatò your classroom mantras. 

The Janus School 
Open Houses 

 

February 7, 2008   9am-11am 

March 6, 2008  9am-11 am 

April 3, 2008   9am-11 am 

May 7, 2008   7pm-9 pm 
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Welcome  

New Students!  
 

We are fortunate to welcome two new students 

who started right before the Holiday break.  Kaleigh 

Glick joined us in the Upper  Division, grade 11, in 

Mrs. Harrisôs homeroom and  Leslie Henderson 

joined the Lower Division, grade   , in Patôs home-

room.  New directory stickers are being sent home 

with this Update. 

School Closings 
and Delays 

 

In the event that The Janus School is closed or 

delayed, TV and radio stations are notified.  If, how-

ever, we decide to close early, we will call the radio 

and TV stations to start posting the information, we 

will call the transportation companies that transport 

students, and we will call all parents to inform you of 

the early dismissal.  

When there is a 2 hour delay, homeroom will be-

gin at 10:00 am and classes will begin at 10:15 am.  

This schedule will hold true for every 2 hour delay 

unless otherwise noted. 

 

 

 

Leslie Hendersonï Jan. 1 

Michelle Styerï Jan. 1 

Pat Lorraineï Jan. 18 

Jay Keenerï Jan. 19 

Ian Bachmanï Jan. 22 

Nicki Lissï Jan. 22 

Ginger Goudieï Jan. 24 

Kyle Bjorkmanï Jan. 26 

JW Noelï Jan. 27 

Barb Tritt ï Jan. 29 

Nick Portsï Jan. 31 
 

 

Happy  

Birthday!  
 

òCanóstruction 

 

 Jay Keenerôs and Ginger Goudieôs Service 

Learning Class organized a food drive for the 

Lancaster County Council of Churches Food 

Bank between Thanksgiving and Holiday 

break.  They collected an estimated 800 items.  

 Their class assembled the collected cans 

into a ñcanòstruction that was unveiled at the 

holiday sing on December 21st.  On January 

3rd they took the items to the food bank where 

they took a tour of their facilities. 

The final ñcanòstruction is unveiled  

by Service Learning students 


