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Helping individuals with learning differences access their potential by providing
excellence in education, research, & community outreach.

Attention Lower
Division Parents:

Happy
Birthday!

The overnight field trip to
Echo Hill Outdoor School is fast approaching. You
should have received information about the trip,
along with a health form you will need to complete

and return to school.
To help answer any questions you may have, we

Gabby Brandt— March 2 ‘ : o
Christine Koslosky— March 2 are holding a parent meeting on March 26™ from
Owen Curley— March 3 3:00 — 4:00 pm for parents.
Kelly Peters— March 3
Alex Adler— March 11
Eileen Harris— March 14

PJ Jablonski— March 14 g
Nathan Kachel- March 15 ( Lm
Gina Martin— March 18

Joy Fisher— March 23

Mike Shipman— March 24 April 1, 2009
Evelynet Rojas— March 28 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Del Schein— March 29
Susan Thompson— April 3 All students, siblings (6 years and older) and
Michael Malfaro— April 10 parents are invited to participate. The cost is
Brandon Young— April 12 $20 per person, which includes: 40 min of Laser
Julie Dougherty— April 13 Tag, unlimited drinks and popcorn, 2 slices of
Jen Risser— April 21 pizza, and 10 arcade tokens.

Aidan Donahue— April 29

Ryan Wood— April 30 To sign up, please complete and return the form

available on Edline with your payment by March
27, 2009.

Contact Jill Weidman at 653-0025 x.173 or at jweid-
man@thejanusschool.org with any questions.




March 2009

Janus Character Trait
of the Month:

Patience

1 2 @® |3 @ |4 ® |5 6 7
Reports mailed Social Studies Fair | No School for No School for
home and posted 9-1lam Students Students
on Edline Noon Dismissal Parent-Teacher Grades Mailed
Iéare?t-Teacher Conferences Home
. onierences .
2nd Trimester 12:30pm-4pm 10am-5:30pm Parent-Teacher
ends Envelope & Update | Open House Conferences
go home 7-9pm 8am-3:30pm
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Daylight No School No School No School No School No School
Savings
Time Spring Break | Spring Break |Spring Break |Spring Break |Spring Break
Begins .
T
15 16 @ |17 ® |18 ® |19 ® |20 @ |21
School St. Patrick’s Egﬁrﬁe &Update | Conference
Resumes for |Day summaries
Students Parent Forum mailed home
J 7-9pm
“Piecing together the
3rd Trimester auditory processing
begins G\ puzzle”
22 23 d (|24 @ |25 ® |26 ® |27 @® |28
Lower Division Echo TQl 111
Hill trip information RaISI.l'l g Sp rits
meeting for parents Auction &
3-4pm Dinner
29 30 @ |31 ©)




0 Janus Character Trait
April 2009

Courage

/
1 @ |2 ® |3 ® |4
Laserdome Open House ‘09-‘10
3-5 pm 9-11am Re-enrollment

Materials Due

5 6 ® |7 @ |8 ® (9 10 11
No School For |No School
Students
Lower Division In-Service
Echo Hill Field Trip
12 13 @ |14 ® |15 ® |16 @ (17 @ |18
Easter No Test Day |[No Test Day |No Test Day Grandparents’

and Special
Friend’s Day

19 20 ® |21 @ |22 ® |23 ® |24 @ |25

Parent Forum
with Jay Keener—
“Students and
stress: What it is

and how to
relieve it.”
7-9pm
26 27 @ (28 ® |29 @ |30 ®
School Play
May 1st
Tpm




Professional
Development

Read about the workshops that our staff and
faculty have attended these past months.

LETRS
Jen Risser & Debbie Staudt

Louisa Moats, Ed.D. has designed a research-based
training program for teachers of reading and spelling
called LETRS. She designed the program into 12 mod-
ules, each of which can be taught in one day. Jen Risser
and I have attended a total of six and five modules respec-
tively. In February, we attended the one on Reading Big
Words: Syllabication and Advanced Decoding. Many of
the strategies Moats espouses in LETRS 10 we use at The
Janus School. What was helpful for us was some of the
teaching suggestions she makes for presenting the mate-
rial to students. Learning how to break big words down
into readable parts and learning which syllables to accent
is a critical skill for students to master, as they become
independent readers.

During spring break, Jen attended The Mighty Word:
Building Vocabulary and Oral Language. She learned
many fun strategies to teach vocabulary to use with her
students. For example, one way to get students to talk
about and use new words is to pick a number of related
words such as big, huge, gigantic, gargantuan, elephan-
tine, and mammoth. Give a word on a card to all the chil-
dren and let them talk among themselves to decide where
each should stand in a line showing a linear progression.
There is likely to be a lively conversation! The more as-
sociations students make to a new word, and the more
times they see or use the word in different contexts, the
more likely the student will learn and remember the word.
It is important that teachers select so-called Tier Two
words for students to study that are uncommonly used in
speaking, but often found in the written language and in
the science and social studies classes.

Jen and I attended another LETRS module during
break called Writing: A Road to Reading Comprehension.
This particular module was co-written by Joan Sedita,
who used to teach at Landmark College. She wrote a
book on the approach the college took to teaching stu-
dents three key study skills, which we use at Janus. The
first key is determining the topic, main ideas, and impor-
tant details in informational text. Next comes writing two
-column notes, and finally writing a summary based on
the two-column notes. In order to complete these steps,
students must read and use the material several times.
This helps ensure an accurate understanding, and the
repetition aids the students’ memory of what they had
read.

After the conference, Jen made a beeline to the in-
structor to inquire when PaTTAN may give the remaining
modules. We find these conferences informative, ener-
gizing, and habit-forming,.

Increasing Your Effectiveness as a Reading
Specialist or Literary Coach
Debbie Staudt

As one of the two reading specialists at The Janus
School, a part of Debbie Staudt’s responsibilities is to
provide support to other teachers on literacy topics. She
enjoys brainstorming ideas and offering materials to her
colleagues to try in their classrooms. She is always on the
lookout to add more ideas into her storehouse which is
why she decided to attend a conference entitled
“Increasing Your Effectiveness as a Reading Specialist or
Literacy Coach” given by Margo Southall. Margo is a
speaker for the Bureau of Education and Research, well
known for the high quality of their professional training
for educators. Southall did not disappoint, drawing on her
many years experience as a reading specialist, literacy
coach, and special education resource teacher in the
United States and also in New Zealand where she was a
Reading Recovery trainer.

Southall focused on differentiating instruction, inter-
vention strategies, aligning instruction to students’ needs,
and working with other teachers to maintain the momen-
tum for literacy initiatives. The hours flew by as Debbie
learned how to squeeze more into a reading class than she
had thought possible. Repeatedly Southall showed every-
one how to increase student responses in the classroom so
to optimize their progress. She demonstrated ways to
make our reading comprehension instruction more hands-
on and to improve students’ word recognition and reading
fluency. She showed video clips of teachers demonstrat-
ing techniques and of literacy resource rooms where
teachers can just stop by and pick up a basket of books to
teach a comprehension strategy they want to work on.
Near the end of her six-hour conference, Debbie realized
that they had only covered perhaps two-thirds of her ideas
and suggestions that were in the resource handbook she
wrote for the conference. There are more ideas for Deb-
bie to chew on, resources to digest, and websites to nour-
ish her growth as a reading specialist.

Treasure Chest

of speech and
Language Ideas

In a real life situation, ask your child/
youth to give several possible
solutions or options. Often our students can give one
option but not necessarily multiple answers. For
example, “How could we organize this bookshelf?”” or
“What could we have for dinner?” or “Tell me some
ways we could solve this problem .”




